The New National
Curriculum
a guide for Year 5 Parents
The new National Curriculum came into schools in September 2014 and from summer 2016 all
children in Year 2 and 6 will be required to sit new tests as we work towards a new model of assessment. We hope that the following parent guide will help you understand the expectations
for children at the end of each year.

What’s changed?

High Achievers

English, Maths and Science remain very important and are considered the core subjects
in both primary and secondary education. The
National Curriculum sets out in some detail
what must be taught in each of these subjects, and they will take up a substantial part
of your child’s learning week.

If your child is achieving well, rather than moving
on to the following year group’s work we will encourage more in-depth and investigative work to
allow a greater mastery and understanding of concepts and ideas.

Alongside these are the familiar foundation
subjects: Art, Computing, Design & Technology, Foreign Languages (age 7+ only), Geography, History, Music, and Physical Education.
For these foundation subjects, the details in
the curriculum are significantly briefer:
schools have much more flexibility regarding
what they cover in these subjects.
Much of the publicity about the changes to
the curriculum has focussed on ‘higher expectations’ in various subjects, and it is certainly
the case that in some areas the content of the
new primary curriculum is significantly more
demanding than in the past. For example, in
mathematics there is now much greater focus
on the skills of arithmetic and also on working
with fractions. In English lessons there will
now be more attention paid to the study of
grammar and spelling; an area which was far
less notable in previous curriculums.

Tests your child will take
Small classroom tests, such as spelling tests are
part of classroom routines. However, at certain
stages of school there are also national tests which
must be taken by all children in state schools.
‘SATs’ or National Curriculum Tests are compulsory
for children at the end of Year 2 and Year 6. Children in these year groups will undertake tests in
Reading, Mathematics, and Grammar, Punctuation
& Spelling.
Where previously these tests – and other teacher
assessments – were graded in levels (between 1
and 6) from 2016 the tests will be reported as a
scaled score, with a score of 100 representing the
expected level for each age group.
In Year 1 children will also take a national phonics
test. This will be completed in June on a 1:1 basis
with their class teacher. The results will be reported with the children’s end of year reports and will
demonstrate if they have met the required standard.

Mathematics in Year 5
Number and Place Value

During the years of upper Key Stage 2 (Year 5



Recognise and use the place value of digits in numbers up to 1
and Year 6), children use their knowledge of
million (1,000,000)



Use negative numbers, including in contexts such as temperature



Round any number to the nearest 10, 100, 1,000, 10,000 or
100,000



Read Roman numerals, including years



Read Roman numbers up to 100

Calculations
 Carry out addition and subtraction with numbers larger than four digits
 Use rounding to estimate calculations and check
answers are of a reasonable size
 Find factors of multiples of numbers, including
finding common factors of two numbers
 Know the prime numbers up to 19 by heart, and
find primes up to 100
 Use the standard methods of long multiplication and short division
 Multiply and divide numbers mentally by 10,
100 or 1,000
 Recognise and use square numbers and cube
numbers

Shape and Position
 Estimate and compare angles, and measure
them to the nearest degree
 Know that angles on a straight line add up to
180°, and angles around a point add up to
360°
 Use reflection and translation to change the
position of a shape
Graphs and Data
 Read and understand in-formation presented
in tables, including timetables
 Solve problems by finding information from a
line graph
 Use continuous data

number bonds and multiplication tables to tackle more complex problems, including larger multiplication and division, and meeting new material. In Year 5, this includes more work on calculations with fractions and decimals, and us-ing
considerably larger numbers than previously.

Measurements
 Convert between metric units, such as centimetres to metres or grams to kilograms
 Use common approximate equivalences for
imperial measures, such as 2.5cm = 1 inch
 Calculate the area of rectangles using square
centimetres or square metres
 Calculate the area of shapes made up of rectangles
 Estimate volume (in cm3) and capacity (in ml)
Key Tip — Fractions
 Put fractions with the same denominator into
size order, for example recognising that 3/5 is
larger than 2/5
 Find equivalents of common fractions
 Convert between improper fractions and mixed
numbers, for example recognising that 5/ 4 is
equal to 1 and 1 /4
 Add and subtract simple fractions with related
denominators, for example 2/3 + 1/6 = 5/6
 Convert decimals to fractions, for example converting 0.71 to 71/100
 Round decimals to the nearest tenth
 Put decimals with up to three decimal places
into size order
 Begin to use the % symbol to relate to the
‘number of parts per hundred’
 Understand that a fraction, the numerator is
the number on top; the denominator is the
number on the bottom.

Parental Tip— Factors are numbers which multiply to make a product, for example 2 and 9 are
factors of 18. Common factors are numbers which are factors of two other numbers, for example 3 is a factor of both 6 and 18.

English by the End of Year 5 and 6
Speaking and Listening
The Spoken Language objectives are set out for the whole
of primary school, but in Year 5 and 6 you may include:
 Speak clearly in a range of contexts, using Standard
English where appropriate
 Monitor the reactions of listeners and react accordingly
 Consider different viewpoints, listening to others and
responding with relevant views
 Use appropriate language, tone and vocabulary for
different purposes

Reading Skills
 Read a wide range of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, plays and reference books and learn poems by heart
 Perform plays and poems using tone, volume
and intonation to convey meaning
 Use knowledge of spelling patterns and related words to read aloud and understand new
words
 Make comparisons between different books,
or parts of the same book
 Read a range of modern fiction, classic fiction
and books from other cultures and traditions
 Identify and discuss themes and conventions
across a wide range of writing
 Discuss understanding of texts, including exploring the meaning of words in context
 Ask questions to improve understanding of
texts
 Summarise ideas drawn from more than one
paragraph, identifying key details
 Predict future events from details either
written in a text or by ‘reading between the
lines’
 Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
 Discuss how authors use language, including
figurative language, to affect the reader
 Make book recommendations and give reasons
 Participate in discussions about books, building on and challenging ideas
 Explain and discuss understanding of reading
 Participate in formal presentations and debates about reading and provide reasoned
justifications for views

Grammar Help
For many parents, the grammatical terminology
used in schools may not be familiar. Here are
some useful reminders of some of the terms
used:
 Noun phrase: a group of words which takes
the place of a single noun. Example: The big
brown dog with the fluffy ears.
 Modal verb: a verb that indicates possibility.
These are often used alongside other verbs.
Example: will, may, should, can.
 Relative clause: a clause which adds extra
information or detail. Example: The boy who
was holding the golden ticket won the prize.
 Passive verb: a form of verb that implies an
action being done to, rather than by, the
subject. Example: The boy was bitten by the
dog.
 Perfect form: a form of verb that implies
than an action is completed. Example: The
boy has walked home.

Parent Tip
Figurative language includes metaphorical
phrases such as ‘raining cats and dogs’ or
‘an iron fist’, as well as using language to
convey meaning, for example by describing
the Sun as ‘gazing down’ upon a scene.
Cohesive devices are words or phrases used
to link different parts of writing together.
These may be pronouns such as ‘he’ or ‘it’ to
avoid repeating a name, or phrases such as
‘After that...’ or ‘Meanwhile’ to guide the
reader through the text.

In upper Key Stage 2 your child will increasingly meet a wider range of texts and
types of writing, and will be encouraged to use their skills in a broader range of
contexts. Their knowledge of grammar will also increase as they prepare for the
National Curriculum Tests to be taken in the summer term of Year 6.

English in Year 5 continued...
Writing skills
 Write with increasing speed, maintaining legibility
and style
 Spell some words with silent letters, such as knight
and solemn
 Recognise and use spellings for homophones and
other often-confused words from the Y5/6 list
 Use a dictionary to check spelling and meaning
 Identify the audience and purpose before writing,
and adapt accordingly
 Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary to
change or enhance meaning
 Develop setting, atmosphere and character, including through dialogue
 Write a summary of longer passages of writing
 Use a range of cohesive devices
 Use advanced organisational and presentational
devices, such as bullet points
 Use the correct tense consistently throughout a
piece of writing
 Ensure correct subject and verb agreement
 Perform compositions using appropriate intonation, volume and movement
 Use a thesaurus
 Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated
information concisely
 Use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of
possibility
 Use relative clauses
 Recognise vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal use
 Use passive verbs to affect the presentation of information
 Use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships
of time and cause
 Recognise the difference in informal and formal
language
 Use grammatical connections and adverbials for
cohesion
 Use ellipses, commas, brackets and dashes in
writing
 Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity
 Use semi-colons, colons and dashes between independent clauses
 Use a colon to introduce a list
 Punctuate bullet points consistently

Spellings
Accompany
According
Apparent
Attached
Available
Average
Bargain
Bruise
Category
Competition
Curiosity
Definite
Desperate
Determined
Develop
Dictionary

Equip (-ped –
ment)

Profession

Exaggerate

Queue

Excellent

Recognise

Explanation

Recommend

Forty

Restaurant

Frequently

Rhyme

Guarantee

Rhythm

Identity

Sacrifice

Immediate (ly)

Secretary

Individual

Shoulder

Language

Signature

Lightning
Marvellous
Occupy
Occur
Opportunity

Programme

Sincere (ly)
Suggest
Vegetable
Vehicle
Yacht

Persuade

Punctuation
 Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated
information concisely
 Use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of
possibility
 Use relative clauses
 Recognise vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal use
 Use passive verbs to affect the presentation of information
 Use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause
 Recognise the difference in informal and formal
language
 Use grammatical connections and adverbials for
cohesion
 Use ellipses, commas, brackets and dashes in
writing
 Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity
 Use semi-colons, colons and dashes between independent clauses
 Use a colon to introduce a list
 Punctuate bullet points consistently

